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Alternate Nomination and Election Methods

(Recommended for local fraternities only)

General References:  

SFO General Constitutions: art. 49.1 (names of elected officers - note in USA                       use “Director of Formation” instead of “Master of Formation”)

SFO General Constitutions: art. 76 - 80 (usual nomination and election procedures)

National Statutes: art. 18.5  National Statutes serve as a model for local fraternities

Handbook for Spiritual Assistance to the SFO: page 365 various nomination procedures

     “c”   fraternity may, as a group, do vocal “straw vote” / poll members for names of nominees at a gathering a month or two before the scheduled Chapter of Elections or do this immediately before the Chapter of Elections officially opens (Roll Call and opening prayer from Ritual).  Get nominees for all offices at this time; the same person may be nominated for more than one office.

            At the Chapter of Elections the names would be listed so everyone can see them (on a large pad, chalk or dry erase board).  [If  the “straw vote” or poll was taken prior to the day of the Chapter of Elections, regular ballots may be prepared.]  Procedure is still secret ballot and absolute majority (50% plus one) following the norm of NAFRA and the Region except that those voting would just write the name of the person for whom they are voting.  Each office would be voted on individually.

     “d”   “direct voting without the presentation of candidates” (nominees)

             No names are gathered prior to balloting.  This is recommended only for small fraternities and those in which all professed are willing and capable of serving if elected to whichever office they are elected.  Since the General Constitutions addresses the offices of Minister and Vice Minister and groups the other offices into “Councilors”, it is permissible to vote individually for offices of Minister and Vice Minister and then for a minimum of three Councilors - individually because of the need for absolute majority for each (Secretary, Treasurer and Formation Director).  This “Council” would decide among themselves who would assume which office.  The procedure of voting for each office individually is also acceptable.  Balloting procedure is the same as above (secret and absolute majority as in NAFRA and Regional elections).

Installation of New Council takes place in the usual manner according to our Ritual.

